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Science Building —

Waubonsee Community College

Waubonsee Community Col-
lege kicked off a year-long 40th-
anniversary cetebration during an
open house and grand opening
ceremony for ils new science
building. The state-of-the-art facili-
ty was part of the college’s master
plan and was constructed in order
te meet the needs of current and
future students.

The 46 590-square-foot, two-
story facility carefully blends in
with the surrounding buildings on
the campus, but still maintaing its
own identity, “The choice of exte-
rior building materials and mass-
ing of Lhe building were developed
o be sympathetic 10 the existing
campus bulldings but take on a
maore contemporary look,” said
Dennis Vowvas, project manager {or
Holabird&Root LLC, one of the
project’s architects. In addition,
since a majonty of students drive
1o school, an important part of the
design was 1o develop a sense of
arrival that allors the facility to act
as a connector from the parking
area 1o other campus buildings. In
addition, the facility has an interior
pubdic corridor leading to a bridge
thal connects lo Akeriow Hall, an
existing campus building.

According 1o Waubonsee
Community College, the building
was uniguely designed to facilitate
teaching and learning in the fields
ol biclogy, chemistry, earth sci-
ence, geography and geology.
Inside, the facility features four
tiered, lecture-style  classrooms
with media-ready instructor sta-
tions and wireless access with lap-
tops for student use, The building
boasts a wvariety of laboratory
space, including chemistry, earth
science, microbiology, anatomy
and physiology laboratories

The facility’s interior design s
based on supporting active leam-
ing by providing spaces that are
flexible and that alse support
hands-on fearning. Teaching labo-
ratories are provided with movable
tables to allow for lecture or group
activities. The large lecture halls
are configured (o allow students Lo
interact with one ancther as well
as with the instructor,

The building offers many cus-
tom  educational features that
increase student involvernent in
the classroom such as a weather
station, & seismograph, a Fourier
transform infrared spectrometer, a
gas chromatograph, and an over-
head camera system in the anato-
my and physiology laboratories,
which allows for more students to
participate in detailed cadaver
study. In addition, the building
boasts a thermocycler lo analyze
deoxyribonucleic acid (DMNA) and a
fossll preparation lab with more
than 100 specimens of minerals,
rocks, fossils and shells, enabling
students to analyze field samples.

According o Vovos, the project
team was challenged to deliver a
successful project within a very
limited budget. “Close coopera-
tion [among] the design team,
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contractor and owner allowed for
the project to be completed on
time and within the established
budget while maximizing value for
the college,” he said

Another challenge, according to
Jim Clair, propect executive for
Turner Construction Company, the
project’s construction manager,
was building in an occupied cam-
pus environmentl. One example,
according to Clair, invalved the
which
required upgrades and expansion

utibty  infrastructure,
within the adjacent central plant.
The process required flawbess coor-
dination and sequencing from the
project leam members to maintain
poweer and HVAC to the existing
campus buildings without Inter-
rupting classes, pedestrian traffic
flow and campus operalions,
Successfully  completed  in
August 2006, the new  building
significantly increases classroom
and  laboratory
Waubonsee Community College’s
science  programs, which are
in high demand. Furthermore, the

space  for

state-of-the-art facility provides
students with hands-on  learning
not previously available at the
college, B
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